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Upton Sinclair. Between Two Vorlcs. Viking. ‘iarch el, 1941. 205 
«00 


It is difficult to classify Upton Sinclair's Intest onus Between 
Two worlds. Lanny Bucd, whose Sar live was chronicled in ivorld's 
End, is asain the centrel figure and the boo’: carries on with his 
story from post-war 1919 until the great Viall Street crash or 
October 1929. 


Lanny, the illegiti:eate son Robbie Bucc, U.S. muniticns salesman, 
anc. Beauty Brdd, Robdbic's ex~atriate rorner mistress, was born anc 


fatner enc mother he rt not only fre socially ynrem.nent but also the 
great men anc leacers of all natiens. As the story tevins Lanny hes 
just Sinishcd work as a secretary «t the Paris Peace Conference, and 
in a stcte of cCisillusionment has retired to Bicnvenu, his mother's 

estate on the Rivicra. 


Peored, save for a short interluce,. on the Rivicra. Through his 
er 


His mother's husbend, Marcel Detazc, was killed in tic war and she 
taltes as a lover onc of Lanny's chilchood friencs, Kurt Meissner, a 
German musician enmbiticrcea be nis country's degra Lanny 
induces Rick Pomcroy-iicslson, a borhood fricnd of both and cripplicd 


in the wer, to bring his wife ane children to Bienvenu where he hopes 
to achicve s new symbolic peace basca on their mutual love for art 
cond litereturc. To this menegeric Lanny acts Merie cdc Bruyne, with 
the*consent of her husbende, as peramour. Lifc et Bienvenu 

s unconventional and is bescd ivoly on beavty ena hernony with 4 
aintly half-hcertcd scarch ror sort of plying truth thrown 
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The story then carries on through Maric's dceth, tre acquisition or 
Countess Rosemary es & seconc mistress end finally Lanny's marricce 
to Teme Rarnes, an American heircss. ‘ITnel:dec are sidelichts on a 


nalf-dozcen international confcrcnces between the LCuronesn netions, 


stressing the grucc anc dishoncsty of Curoncan diplomacy, the career 
of Zsharorr, the intcrnational olilezamc, Beauty's conversion to 


Thought -selicions anc spiritualism, the life of the rich, — rise 
of Fascism ena Naziism, thc of Socielism anda Communi s 

Lanny's achicvement of financial from his rough 
becoming a Ccalcr in "objects and a plethora of other ineidcnts 


rer too numerous to mention herr. 


Upton Sinclair can write. He docs so casily anc for the most part 

resdably. He undoubtcdly focls thet he hes some sort of message for 

his roaders. ‘what that message be is anotur wetter. To a large 
nisce 


measure Lanny Budd is t oi Stucs Lonisen. Studs his 
wholc 4 was velucless ane unprocuctive but for the brutsl reclism 
! 


of Parrell Sinclair substitutis en environicnt of 
If showing the futility of Lanny's type of life be Sincleir's messace 
then the dook may have some ral in spite of its obvicus shortconings. 


If, on ths cthtr hand, the book De an ettcupt to show the mismanagc- 
ment end misgovernment of Europe then the tas!: hes — since been 

done by fcr ablcr honds. To revicwcr however, inclair's 
scems to due that of libsral humenism cs & nanncca far humen iils. 


Sincleir uses both Rick an 
corn-trocccn masses and throusnout t book hc uses Lanny to question 


née Lanny to snov en idcelistic nity for thc 


th: value of the cepitalist svster. Lanny's concept of thc ideal 
world is based entirely on the icca that phrsical vel-cre for ell, 
harmonious rclstions betwecn beauty in ana literature 
ane openninccdne ss to ell idcas are the most lnportent things in. life. 
book suffers from cll the defcets of c humenist-c philosophy. 

an being scliesurficient God, course, is unneccessery, nhysiccl 

1 


re is dominant cna moral codes are what you ma'tx. them. 


Objectionablc incicconts ana nasser jus abound throushovt th. book, 
is Scoun as only = scrics of tatoos, is misnemed frce- 
com, anc. nonecclibrcy is uphcld es desireblec. There arc 
scvecrel unjustificble rvefiren cs to Catholicity Cetholic vracticcs 
of which the following cuotetion is - fsir oxemple: "Ho was one of 
tiosc beings which the Catholic rclision procuces in 
great numbers.” (p.148) In accition the sultiplicity of "avfrircs 
a'amovr" indicates quite clearly tic sutior's attitude on scx and 
love. In fact the dook mizht be considcrec as a toxt on the pseudo- 


© 


psycholosy of love since it stounds in hilpful sug le st.ons anc hints 
on now to choose, woo enc vin cs The book is not 
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vt sfaughem. Up At Tre Ville. Doubludsay, Doren 1941. 
my 


The author of the classic OF Human BonGesze here presents a short 
novel es out a beautiful yourns Enclish vicow end thres men during 
three days someviwre noor Florcnec. Panton, thirty, rcccives a 
rroposel from her lifclons " nazar Swift, 
firty-four, jvst meade ~overnor of Benzecl. She | hur answer in 
threc days. In the scanwnilc, at pnerty, Rowlvy Plint, thirty-one, 
twicc-civorcecd, intcresting “ieler enc rotter® > of 


scduction, alse proposes. Firmly rejecting hin, race thet, 
rathur than give hersclf to si as he, she woulc sive herself to 
some noor man to zivce such 2 onc a bricf hour of Sraccn Mant 


~ 


The violinist ct tr. perty, a sac ana unfortunntc young “ustrian 
re Pugcee, proves such a man. She tives herself to him for an hours 


But when she wents the affeir to cnd with thet hour, hu, crying 
bittcrly, "I took you for « soccess anc your'c just cr whore” (0.95, 
Tac only stron; 


word in the book), shoots nimsclf with her rcyolvcr. 


In terror she crlls Rowlcy. Thcy drive the body to - loncly rocd 
and crop it in copsc. Against advice, she tclls 
avout tic Eger, cistrcsscd, nevertiel SS, Scys thet, 

though it mceans his giving up the governorshin, he will merry her 


enyhow enc rctirc. To sncere } 


him from chive lrows y ruining his 
earccr, jilts nim. Rowlcy, then, thovsh she offers herself 
his mistrcss, insists on merrvyins her -nc. shc acccpts. 


The novel is initcr-stin?. Execcilent crartsmeanship produccs plcusa=- - 
bility snc. suspense. Othcrwisc the style is without cistinction. 
But there arc no ei Poprictics of lsnsuase. The sinful incicecnts 
alludca to rather than deseribed. 


an 
as 


The seconcary anc imyressions of the novel cre ba 

Divorce is taken for granted. An idlcr ane a rottcr is mace oa ay me 
able sca.ire-an old Un lish fictional tracition. His scx icalousy is 
mace morc seeks than Edgar's conccrn for liary's purity. The wholc 
spirit is pacen cna emorcl, AS ORY in so many héstesellers. 
It is the site of scandsl, not Mary's fall from purity, that ccuses 


hesitrtion. 


But the centrel impression of the dock is that a woman cen't do sny¥ 
bocy any <ood by her puvity. since this is ‘the prccomin- 
ating onc of course Prolosoue impression, the book ern bc cxnected 

to do more gooG then harm. On thet besis it con be recomacnded to 
adults snd to collcsge students, and need not bs kept from hizh school 


students. 


Hervey Smith. The Gang's fll Hore. Princcton. April 7, 1941. 


The Geng's All ilere is a collection of sketches of college alumni 
shoving thicir nostegraduation crrccrs. Smith writes his book 
1 


as the class scercts preparing a Tor the 25th rcounion 
but instead or mere enc rigus.s to tell the insice 
story of cach. As 2 resvlt we sci voericd group of individurls in 
all walks of scenetors to V.P.A. workurs, successful and 
unsucccssiul cithcr because of or in spiti of thoir collcgc carcors. 


ad 


Ole Nostalgia, the alma meter is one of o'r more sacrosanct institut- 
ions of h:vher lesrning vith all the tyricel cpnendeses of college 
lifc. The scholestic side is serrecely mentioned anc the author spends 
most of nis tame pokins milc fun et such collesicte itcus as 

hictics, Grinking, cxclvsive @r-ternitics, stuffcd shirts, clurmi 
associations cnc, to e certcin cxtcnt, the eauinistretion end faculty 


| 


Sl. 
Contrery to cxpectation very littlc scx enters into the story snd 
tict little cntircly, slong sophisticetcd lines. It is stressca 
only in the cpisods of Bert Normone, who has spent his lifc knocking 
avout in the stendard sxotic corners of the worla scquiring 
collection of suncercclossal native wives and thus becoming the envy 
or the rest of the cless. 


The book con as emusing receding for those acquaintca 
with the type of collcge vhere "snirit" is thc primary objcctive. 

Tacy she derive much qu amuscment from the author's commcnts. 
For cll other readers the book sccms rather tircsome anc nointless. 


Winston S. Churchill... Blood, Swint, snd Tears. Putman. April 14, 
1241 33 200 


As sug:cl to While Englend Slicpt, the collcctcd sprcches of ir. 
Winston S. Churchill cccling with netionsl ccfcense and Lorcign 
affairs from 1932 to 1935, R-ndolpn Churchill, his son, hee, with 
the compilstion or prescnt brought the collection down to 
datc. Bo; cinning mor hon yoar vcfore the outbreek of the prescnt 
wor, tre work oncns vith Mr. Churchill's yvohoment protest acsinst 
the surrendcr to the Eire government of the trcsty ports, and trecin; 
the sonsuinsry concatenation o: from Munich to the "Battle of 
the Atl-ntic", term:natcs c notc of dctcrninntion to rersist in 
the strugrle to thc end, Berors hzs inclusion in the government, Mr. 
Churchill, vr. nlizing--ana scceminsly he clone reclizcs it at tne timce-- 
Entlend's insulerity no longer her imnaunc to invesion, 
urges the ceeclerstion of ruaruament, in order to sccure nastcery in 
tic air woll as nt sce. To implencnt the nrosram, through 


the cxpecitious vrocursment of runitions by cecntrslizcd agency, he 
ies the creation of a Ministry of Supply. Refcrring to the 
Munich esrecment as "total ena unmitigated ccfest", which vould 


CAustroy tre contidcncee or the smolil netions of Europe in Engloend anc 
France, he urzcs, while thers is ycot time, thc rormnation of 

Gcnocratic leasuc for collcectivi:: sccurity--"2 les ve of nconle 
too fcithful to molést othurs, tco strong to te molested theuuselvis". 


As First Lord of the Admiralty enc, es Prime Hinister he 
cndecvers to criente national unity throuch tne inclusion in his Var 
Cabinct of renrescntatives of all partic 8--Conservetive, Lodor, 
and Liburseleecnd thro:gh e scrics or syccchcs intcndcd to snorcaise 
the nation of the srevity of the umurgencr cnd of the merns which 
must nececssarily be adoptcd to meet it. Host not ewortiy of these 
leticr crfrorts is the broadecst, Junc 18, 1941, the day artor 
Marshr.l Petcin sued for pececs "...I expcet thet the P- ttle of 
Fritain is cvout to bezin, Upon this battle dcpcends ths survivel of 
Christian civileation. Upon it Cvncncs our ovm British life. snd the 
lonz continuity of our institutions and our Empirc. The whole fury 
onc micht of the must turncd on us. Hitler knows 
thet he will nave to brvuck us in this islnnGd or lose the war. If we 
can stand up to hin, all Lurone be frie cnd@ the lif. of thi world 
nay move lTorward into broad, sunlit unplrncs. But if we f-il, then 
tic whols vorlc, inclucing tac United Stetcs, inclucing all thet wo 
heve lmown cond carce for, will sin’: onto the abyss of - new Derk Age 
madc morc sinister, purhnps morc prrotractcd, by the lishts of 
pervertce scicnec, Lit us therctorc voreee ours. lvces to o r dutics, 


32. 
ona so ours tact, if the British Umpirc cnc its Conricn- 

woalth Ilsst Tor a thousand yviars, non will still sav, ‘This was thci- 
finest hour" 


In vicv of these cxurtions, it is but rezsonable to the 
Prime Ministcr to be motivatcd bv a scrics of ultimetc war eins, 
which hu dcsircs to tc achicvec. Unfortunetecly he hrs not 
to expressly stcetce thesc sims. Notwithstanding this, it is still 
possible ror the rcader to cnvisege in gencrel outline the orcer he 
will cst:blish, if the choice b clloted to him. That this will be 
crectcd on .\tic framework is certcin, for to him the ides of 
the individurl as « “soulcss fr-ction" of the stct. is renugnent. 
Concciving, ss he docs, civilization to be Guncndent on the sub- 
orcins tion of the rulins avthority te the will the pcopl., he 
sscrts the cchicvencnt of hrrmony to be nossible only 
throuch the collcctive cfforts of nations in the cstsblishmcent 
.of c pule of for cll, suyplemcentcd br instruments of force 
to compcl edhcrence. 


Pinclly, the work in senersl is in the hicgnest Churchill tradition, 
distinsuisnid by the crillicnt prose for vhich the author is so 
justly frmous anc marked by His “cnius vor cnelysis ond nis talent 
fo> percciving end frcing facts. As c rccord of crisis government 

in Gcmocrecy it is velusbdle contribution to the Picle of histori- 
cal litercturc. And as a prescntation of England's cnasu it isa . 
clecr-cut stctement by him to whom the mtion turnce in its hour of 
peril, umncsitatinsly reccommend the vork to 211 intcrustcd in the 


mresurvetion of the Gumocretic way of lifs. 


vey O'Connor. uc Astors. Knopf. Anril 14, 1941. 483 p. $3.75 


Toc histor of American feanilics hss bccn writt vy meny nuthers 
but scldom hes more intci onc reves lines bocn presentcd 
than in Harvey O'Connor's The Astors. 


John Jecob Astor, the founder of the clen cance to the Unitcc Statcs 
in 1783. He wes born ct Welcorf, nerr Heidclbcrg, Gerriczny in 1763. 
Astor scquircd fortunc bv tracing with the Indi-ns for furs. He 

ustablished Astoria ct the mouth of the Columbic river ene invested 
in rerl cstate in Ncw York Citr. 


This tool is not only « his story of the Astor frmily but it is a 
worthwiil. socircl history of Now York Cit. The only ynnilenthropy 
het mey be atterchcd to the name of old Jchn Jeccb Astor is the 


librery--cventuelly over by the of New York. 


The whole Astor clsn--somce gooc, somc bed and £11 Isckinz in charit- 
able instincts arc hercin picturcd. Er. 0'Connor continually mentions 
the leck of charity exhibitcd the Astor faxily. 


or riches were built around the slums of Now York City. Thuerc 
tor houscs, tuncments, warchouscs cnd business 
to be Ayonuc to Bleventh anc Sra Strect to 185th. 
On the nomed strcevcts Astor pronerty voc rounc. on Amstcrdon, 
Blece’cr, Errclsy, Houston, Kinz, "-sson, Perrl, Pinc, Vuscy, Worth, 
end othurs too nuwrous to mention. The chontirs dor ling with the 
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sluris of York-Astor property arc cle ssic in thsir 
prcesuntstion of socinl cvils cna the “Astor estotcts fallurc to 
improve -housc conditions. 


Society anc the 'Four Hundred! ecm. into cxistcncee under the colc 
supervision of William Astor nec Carolinc Webster Schcermerhorn 
(1531-1905). 

hs became theo unchallenged quecn of Amcrican socicty in the pcriod 
erter the Civil “War. Sociclly embitious iirs. <stor brousnt Werd 
NMeftllistcr to Ncw York to act cs her mejor Gomo snd social ministcuer 
without portfolio. lcaAllister heilcd from South Carcline. He hed 
a-teste the proper nicctics snd chcclkcd on those who were to 
merch acress thc Astor door stcp. 

Lirs. Astor never cceccptcd the Govlds. J.P. Morsen anc John P 
, risin fineneial wigcrés never oven knockod the 
Astor door, The Astor money anc ticillister's pclish hclped creatc 
he grcup known os the "Four Vein, un-Ccomocr:tic, thcirs 
wes the ase cnc with their p-ssing went an ers to be mnourncd 
by few. 


Ward HeéAllistcr latcr publisnud his boox.Sccicty as I found it. 
Socisty niver forgnve iicAllistcr fer his 0 

Th: English Asters who the worle the Cliveden suet arc portrceyed 
cil their socicsl slory and spoutins Aypocrisy. Vineent ‘Astor 
ececives honor-ble mention in Chapter to the prsunt 
amcricen brench of th. Astor >sroup. 


Starting in 1753 anc coming dovm to the nrcscnt Mr. O'Connor has 

cone ronerisble job in presentinz nistery of the Astor frmily. 

Vhnile the book is fill.d with inti:ssrte sirnecs et the socirl sidc of 

Astor tomily it mast be tant it wos in th. renzs of 
cl] a 


hish socicty thet the fen 


New Yor City vrecuccd chirrcters 
O'Connor Ars ruesurriuct.d Josuph Choate, 
Brady onda Jecob Riis, 


ter the Civil War, ir. 
nouncey Depew, Jin: 


threugn 
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New York City from its ce-. 


r st de~s to the rcsent i 
the cyves of th: astor feml 
r 


7 Lite on ell un- 
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folds enc cives the reodcer itful nicture of who lived 
on the ‘othr side of the railroad treeks'. 


for adults only. 


Paul Gallico. Snow Goose. Alfred A. Nnopf. 1941. 58np. 31.90 


Paul Gallico's Snow Goose is a sz::rle anc moving story woven avout 
a ilezend ccnnectec with the evacuation of the D.i.2. from Dunkirk in 
1940. The style is plain yet the story is beautifully written and 
mucn or the descriptive phraseology is extremely attractive. 


Philip Rhayder, outcast from human society because of his hurnmed 
back anc clawlike henc, retreats to an abanconed lishnthouse in the 
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Channel masshes wnere his manedenied love fincs expression in feecing 
the wildfowl which form the subjects of his ~ aintings. One cay 

years  -efore the war, I'ritha, young ca uzhter of fisherfolk, overcoming 
local fe ear anc renugnance brinzs him en injured snov [oose 


wnich Philip heals and alga ge The goose forms a bonc or fricnc- 
ship between child and man but Fritha sees Philip aiky when it returns 


from its neriodic migrations. Year s later when Fritha has grown into 
womanhooc the goose returns perm: nentiy ana Philip tells rriths of 
his Seae. Driven by repugnance, which she has never completely over- 
come, Fritha hurries wordlessly away soon, re.liz ing that 

too is in love, returns only to inc Philip prenarin; nis sarlboat 
for the trin to Duntirl:. 


Tne soose accompenies rhilin cross-chnannel anc stays over ‘lim constant- 
ly during all the rescue work transpert:.ng froin beaches to 
shins. Alttiough the very neavens dlazec with fare neither the geose 
nor Philip were touchec. It is on tnis point that the legenre is 
based ana the screne, majestic or tne magnificent white foose 
so impresses the herdecriven solc:ers that wherever the goose is 
sighted they consicer resc:.e sure. Recrossing the Chennel Philin is 
machinegunnec by a Stuka anc his boat sum: by a mine. The voose efar 
circling over the body i returns to FPritha weiting at 
the lighthouses. She Guvesses s message anc the bird with last 
farewell acnerts. 


is 


The boots 


Keith Aylin. 


B.A.F. conccrns tne lives oF pilots of the Sicsniting force of Britian 
wnose job it is to kecp their eneny Pror Britis n soil. Tho story is 
told by & charactcr called Ken who ‘‘ecps a journal in his ode momcnts 
on the ground. #lthough the pilots in R.A... arc the top fi hter 
pilots in the force do not consiccr tacusclves but the 
autor shows then to be so throucsh thcir covrracc, their aosility a 
sightcr nilotse, and their faith in their ml-ncs anc. their 
membors of lcn's squadron havc, on tic wh in, ratncor moral 
stendarcs. Eowsever, onc of Ken's Sricnds who is merricc hes a "szirl 
fricnd" anc another has hac an illicit love ecffair. At tiics Nen 
rezlccts on the norrors of war, not so much the port er it Khe is in, 
but the war on the srounc, the acvastcation wrought by wiich 
may eventually scot his mothcr and his irl friend. 


saventursc s Lory 


vent On Togothcr. inopf. April 14, 1941. 191 p. 


pl., Ocaeutifully written, short novel asovt a mothr and 
two children wie wers forced to clic frem their home Curin; the 
recent invasion of Fr.nee. The os moctrn warrerc on civilians 
is the thec3; Paul anc »ylvic, two roungstcrs or or fourteen, 
earac 


the lescing raul 


tors; incicents or SUicut, such es Paul's stuffing 
of boyish tro 2ics in his pocizct, th. of rcefugecs, 
make up story. It is a ratnctic telc, one that nccdca 
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suitabic for all acc enc vcader levels end is recomended, 
«OH. Co. Anvil 28, 1941. SS52p. {2.50 
cs 
lathon, Tic y 
‘Ny 
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writins. It is rcconmmcnd-cG for adults and adolcsccnts without 
qualification. 


Erich aria Remarque. Little, Brown. April 1941. 
436 pe 2.00 


With discinlined restraint and cecp powcr, the author of All quict 
on the Westcrn Front tclls the story of the Europcen cxiles, who, 
because oO. rclicsion, race or politics, are refused the rigit to live 
in most countrics of Luronve wicre "the ebyss of a passport", a mere 
scran of paper, is the device used to senarate hunan beings and cast 
out some as "Flotsam", Denied the right to work the exiles are 

Griven from country to country so that they can truly anc pitirully 
sav, "The borders arc our home". 


The story centers abo .t Ludwig crn of Jewish paternity \ nee father 
had bcen ruined and exiled so that less cificient comnetitors could 
take over his busincss. Lucwig learns the aptitudes necessary ror 
undercover lifs from the canable political exile Steiner and ceventual- 
ly aftcr bcing driven fron Austria, Czechoslovaitie anc Switzerlanc, 
Ludwig, and Ruth, another racial cxilc, reach france from which they 
arc able to onbark for Mcxico. 

The cataloguc of trials cncounterod by the Pes Ugees is a lonz and sad 
onc. We co not expect much humor in their lives; thc only bits of 
relicf arc found in the sccnes aescribing tre ca rrouscl anc the car 
game with the Austricn and Swiss customs in both of 
the selfercliant end Stcincr is involvcd. 


The thomc is wéll dcvcloped and its hendliny capable. Were it not 
for occasional speech vulgaritics, tie nauscating anc scmiercalistic 
aescrintion of a miscarriace(n. 101-114), the night spent in the house 
of assignation (nrostitu tion) by Ludwis and Ruth (0.324-3) (which 
incidccntally illustrotcs well the of lodging open to exiles), 
and the complcte lack of spirituel hope even whicre matcricl soals are 
impossible of achicvement, we would reccommend it unrcsirvidly. As it 
stends, Flotsam is adult farc. 


Allis NckKey. They Camc To A River. Nacmillan. April 25, 1941. 


This is a lcisurcly, Gotsilcd account of « nioncering Washington 
(Columbic River) comunity from the time Tom and Josic Velic began an 
epple orcherd in the late 1290's or carly 1900's until the railroad 
became o fixture and cooncrative marketing associations werc formed. 
All the simple ceaily tas'ts, the minor ana ms jor cisions, the intecr- 
play of nersonelitics in e small cormunity, arc aithfully and simply 
recorccd. 


The story of the region ccvelops around the character of Chris 
lallowell from her girlhood in a minister's fonily, throvzh her 
Marria:c to Nate Barnes, ner widowhood in which she proves hersclf 
capable mothcr anc en cxccilent business worsen, up to her sccond 
Marriacc. In tric bac!:cround is the Colunbir River and the dcvelopment 
of America's gorceatcst anplc-producing recsion. Details of apple- 


[Xun 


pketing are deftly introcuccd and never allowed to 


reising and mea 
overburden the story. 


Despite the favoreble treatment of Dr. Mitchell's attitude toward 
abortion (p.219-220) anc his disseminction of contraceptive inform- 
ation to Chris (p.418)(both incidents are accorded minor mention and 
Dr. Mitchell is a minor character), we rccomaicnd this book to all 
rcadcrs as an cxceptionally fine rcgionel novel. 


St 
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